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duct, in the present imperfect conditions of the world, result in transferring all property to the idle and all control to the vicious.
Our Lord's utterances against the use of force would, I apprehend, be found to fall under two principal divisions, the exemplars of which would be: (i) " Resist not evil, him that will take thy coat forbid not to take thy cloak also;" x and, (2) " Put up thy sword within its sheath,"2 "My kingdom is not of this world." 3
As regards non-resistance to evil, it seems to me certain that these commands, at most, are to the individual Christian, as concerning his own individual rights and their vindication. There is in them no warrant to surrender the rights of another, still less if he is the trustee of those rights. This applies with double emphasis to rulers, and to nations; for these, in this matter, have no personal rights. They are guardians, trustees, and as such are bound to do their best, even to the use of force, if need be, for the rightful interest of their wards.
Personally I go farther, and maintain that the
1S. Matthew, v. 39-41.
2 S. John, xviii, n.
3 S. John, xviii, 36